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SUGGESTED ENVIRONMENTAL BOOKS

American Earth: Environmental Writing
Since Thoreau
 Bill McKibben, ed.

Cat's Cradle
 Kurt Vonnegut

Cradle to Cradle
 William McDonough

Deep Economy: The Wealth of Communities and 
the Durable Future
 Bill McKibben

The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History
of the Four Meals
 Michael Pollan

One World: The Ethics of Globalizaton
 Peter Singer

Patriotism and the American Land
 Barry Lopez

Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family
and Place
 Terry Tempest Williams

The World Without Us
 Alan Weisman

SUGGESTED SCIENCE READING 

Charles Darwin: The Concise Story of an
Extraordinary Man Tim M. Berra

The Sand-Reckoner Gillian Bradshaw

Eureka! Scientifi c Breakthroughs That Changed
the World Leslie A. Horvitz

Circumference: Eratosthenes and the Ancient 
Quest to Measure the Globe
 Nicholas Nicastro

The View from the Center of the Universe
 Joel Primack and
 Nancy Abrams

Longitude: The True Story of a Lone Genius Who 
Solved the Greatest Scientifi c Problem of His Time
 Dava Sobel

SUGGESTED READING FOR FAMILIES

Citizen You: Doing Your Part to Change the World
 Jonathan Tisch, Karl Weber
 & Mayor Cory Booker

The Childhood Roots of Adult Happiness
 Edward M. Hallowell

Finding Flow: The Psychology of Engagement with 
Everyday Life Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi

Mindset: The New Psychology of Success
 Carol S. Dweck

Packaging Girlhood: Rescuing our Daughters from 
Marketers' Schemes
 Sharon Lamb &
 Lyn Mikel Brown

Raising an Emotionally Intelligent Child
 John Gottman

There is a temperate zone in the mind, 
between luxurious indolence and 
exacting work; and it is to this region, 
just between laziness and labor, that 
summer reading belongs.
                      - Henry Ward Beecher

Read the best books fi rst, or you may 
not have a chance to read them all.
                     - Henry David Thoreau

The man who doesn’t read good books 
has no advantage over the man who 
can’t read them.
  - Mark Twain
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ENGLISH
English I and ESL

The Complete Persepolis
Marjane Satrapi

English I Honors
(in addition to The Complete Persepolis)

The Secret Life of Bees
Sue Monk Kidd

English II
Your choice of either:

Balzac & the Little Chinese Seamstress
Dai Sijie

Krik? Krak!
Edwidge Danticat

English II Honors
(in addition to English II choice)
Your choice of either:

The Power and the Glory
Graham Greene

DeNiro's Game
Rawi Hage

English III
The Great Gatsby
F. Scott Fitzgerald

English IV
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
Ken Kesey

A.P. and UPPER LEVEL COURSES

Some AP courses require mandatory summer reading 
and/or assignments to be completed before the start 
of school.   All starred (*) texts must be purchased 
through The Gunnery School Store. Please see 
the "Academics" section of the website for specifi c 
assignments details.

AP English Language
(in addition to One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest)

Travels with Charley: In Search of America
John Steinbeck

Homage to Catalonia 
George Orwell

Skeletons on the Zahara 
Dean King

AP English Literature
(in addition to One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest)

Atonement 
Ian McEwan

OVERVIEW
The Gunnery's Summer Reading Program requires every 
student to read the two All School selections in addition 
to the books listed for their course level English and 
history.  For students registered in AP or upper level 
courses there may be additional reading. Please refer 
to our website www.gunnery.org/academics for all as-
signments.  The AP textbooks marked with an asterisk 
must be purchased through The Gunnery School Store.  
Contact the Manager, Mrs. Doody, at doodyd@gunnery.org 
or 860-868-7334. x223

HISTORY
History I and History I Honors

The Epic of Gilgamesh  Anonymous

History II
Things Fall Apart  Chinua Achebe

History II Honors 
(in addition to Things Fall Apart)

Heart of Darkness  Joseph Conrad

U.S. History: A Survey
The Light in the Forest  Conrad Richter

Themes in U.S. History
Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary 
Generation   Joseph J. Ellis
  

ALL SCHOOL SELECTION

All Students and Faculty
Catcher in the Rye

J.D. Salinger

Juniors and Seniors
Eaarth:

Making a Life on a Tough New Planet
Bill McKibben

Freshmen and Sophomores
Ishmael:

An Adventure of the Mind and Spirit
Daniel Quinn

A.P. and UPPER, CONT.
AP U.S. History

*Out of Many: A History of the
American People AP Edition
Faragher, Buhle, Czitrom & Armitage

AP European History
* Modern European History
Birdsall S. Viault

*The Western Heritage, 9th Ed.
Kagan, Ozment and Turner

AP Macroeconomics or AP Microeconomics
(Read a book on this list that you have not read 
before. If you are enrolled in both classes, read 
two selections.)

Predictably Irrational: The Hidden Forces
That Shape Our Decisions   Dan Ariely

New Ideas from Dead Economists: An
Introduction to Modern Economic Thought
Todd C. Bucholz

The Worldly Philosophers
Robert L. Heilbroner

The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global
Economy   Pietra Rivoli

Naked Economics: Undressing
the Dismal Science   Charles Wheelan

AP Biology
* Biology: Concepts & Connections-7th Ed.
Campbell et al.
Companion Study Guide

AP Chemistry
* Chemistry and Chemical Reactivity-
7th Ed., Kotz Treichel, Townsend 

AP Physics
* College Physics: A Strategic Approach-
2nd Ed., Knight, Jones and Field

AP French Language
* Reprise, McGraw-Hill 
Short story: La Parure 
Guy de Maupassant
http://maupassant.free.fr

Survey of Literature and History of Spain
Read ONE of the following choices: 

Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain
and Its Silent Past   Giles Tremlett

Don Quixote’s Delusions: Travels in
Castilian Spain   Miranda France
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